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OF Tim IDJCl-~~NT INDUSTRIAL CHANGES 
UPON Tlill WOlvfElif Ol!, JAPAN. 
I. Some Preliminary Considerations. 
A. Purpose of the Thesis. 
"Japan's best friends are not those who speak only smooth 
things of her." With such a spirit do I, a lover of Japan, ap-
proach this task of criticizing and proclaiming her shortcomings. 
Having labored there for five years a.s a teacher in a girls' high 
school and college, at the same time trying to reach two thou-
sand girls who worked long hours in a cotton factory near l)y, I 
have now set myself about the task of analyzing the effects of 
the changes in Japan upon both theseclasses of women, the students 
and t he factory labourers. The latter, because they are so young, 
I might call "would be students," for the great forward movement 
of education in Japan can be surpassed in no country, and all de-
sire school privileges. Gov~rnrnent and mission schools, of high-
school grade and above, together can accomodate but one-fifth of 
the girls who apply for admittance. Erttrance is by competitive ex-
amination, so only the brightest enter, the other four-fifths 
are a part of those who fill the factories. Of th~se factory 
workers, latest statistics show 1,250,000 of the~; 73J!% are under 
twenty years of age, a.nd 10 % are under fourteen. Such a con-
dition has come about in the last ten years, and seems to be over-
whelming to government and industry; try as they can they have 
been unable to cope with such a problem. What then is the educa-
tional significance of such a nationwide condition, and how can it 
v 
be met in school and out? \rna t can be introduced into the curricu-
la of its schools that will help youth to see and help? \That can 
be done today to improve the factories? If I can answer these two 
questions · satisfactorily I shall have fulfilled the purpose of 
this thesis. 
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Let me add, however, .that one who has not work ed in an Ori-
ental country can hardly appreciate the difficulties of under-
standing the ethical background and ancient culture in its sim-
plicity. Add to this a modern western civilization which is wide-
spread, mingling and changing simple women and men in to mimic 
workmen; they who had loved individuality and sk ill, now run mod-
ern machinery in an . unmechanf:cal way, with great reluctance. The 
doctor tries tc learn the past history of his patient, and the 
special diseases from which he has suffered, and then to get a 
careful and thorough account of the present disease. After a care-
ful exruaination, a course of treatment is begun. Can we hope to 
do t h is for Japan on these pages? 
B. Physical conditions bearing upon the present economic situ-
atio n . 
1. Country. Japan is a long , narrow country l y ing i n the 
Pacific in a slanting position of northeast and southwest, with 
her face toward the "morning sun." Such is the meaning of her 
name, and so she is often spoken of, as the "Sunrise Kingdom." Her 
flag is a white field with a red ball of fire in the centre, sym-
bolic of her rising. I-Ier land: b egins at the mi ddle of Saghalien, 
50 degr ees N. Latitude, and extends to the southern-most point of 
Formosa, 21 degrees, 45' N. Latitude, equal to the distance from 
the mouth of the St. Lawren.c.e as far south as Cuba, or from Van-
couver to the lowest point of southern California. The width is 
often only fifty miles, and in no place exceeds two hundred miles. 
In spite of this peculiar shape and her manymountains, railroads 
cwned by the government run to all parts of the empire. 
The climate in the east and west, however, ie very differ-
ent, due to the currents: the western shores being exposed to Si-
berian cureents and the eastern to the milder Pacific. For this 
reason we may say that Japan turns her back upon the sea which 
separates her from China and faces the east. The temperature va-
ries greatly, there being snow in the north from November till A-
pril, the thermometer registering as low as thirt~ degrees below 
zero. Tokio is an average of the whole country, and there the tem-
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, perature is from thirty-six degrees in January to seventy-eight de-
grees in August, an average for the year being fifty-seven degrees, 
with only a little sncw. Heavy rainfall of from twenty to thirty 
inches a year falls on an average of a hundred and fifty days scat-
tered throughout the year. Such a damp climate is unhealthful and 
so causes a large per cent of tuberculosis and similar diseases. 
It makes both the hot and cold days seem more extreme than the theJ:Lo 
mometer shows. 
Japan is a series of islands, the whole country consisting 
of no less than five hundred and eighteen, which includes only tho~ 
that are inhabited or have a circumference of two and one-half 
miles. These and Formosa make up an area of one hundred and fifty-
six thousand, six hundred and seventy-five square ~iles, which com-
pares favorable with Great Britain and Ireland, cr I taly, lmt. un-
favorably with the United States, as it is smaller than any of her 
larger states or three times the size of New York. On this the 
coast line bears an average of one mile to every eight square miles 
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that bordering on the Pacific being very indented and furnishing 
fine harbors. So from earliest times many of the people have 1 
looked to the sea for food and labor, and only a strong govern-
mental measure kept them from setting sail and scattering to other 
countries. Because of this restricton many turned their backs up-
on the sea and strenuously confined themselves to the little val-
leys and plains of Dai Nippon. To the insularity of the country 
is due freedom from foreign invasions and complications. 
This land is of volcanic origin and has frequent earth-
quakes, counting all small shocks the average reaches four a day. 
Volcanoes both extinct and active abound, Fuji, the peerless 
mountain, standing in the middle of three principle volcanic 
ranges. One thousand hot springs scattered over t h is little coun-
try has furnished the secret of the cleanliness of the people. 'I'he 
effect of these on the soil is that only 26 % is tillable, and 
that is in tiny fields of a very few square feet each, among the 
mountains beside the rivers and ocean. The actual acres under 
cultivation is only fourteen and six-tenths per cent of the entire 
extent of her territory, and millions must find their subsistence 
there. 
We cannot say that Japan has many natural resources, and yet 
she is not utterly void. The output of all mineral products in 
1918 shows coal leading, with copper, iron, petroleum, also some 
zinc, gold, and silver, the value per 1000 people for coal being 
5,138 yen, 1,623 yen copper, and 824 yen for iron. The fisheries 
rank next among the resources for the southern waters of Japan are 
noted for the many varieties of fish. This is one of the chief 
sources of food and as such is most important. There are very few 
forests, the principal ones being species of pine and bamboo. Am-
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ong the crops rice ranks first, with more than half the planted a-
rea used for its culture. Barley is next, being about two-thirds 
as much as rice, then wheat, soy beans, mulberry, sweet potatoes, 
a.nd millet. Tea culture uses only r -~of the land, but produces 
\. 
very heavy to the acre. ..___  _..... 
2. People. The census of 1920 gives the population of Japan 
as 56,000,000 which as to sex is divided fairly evenly with about 
one-half million more men than women. This, however, included all 
Japanese residents abroad which number approximately 500,000, the 
largest number being in Manchuria, United States, South America, 
and China respectively. It also included a few thousand alien resi-
dents, 10,000 being Chinese, 6,000 Americans, a.nd 4,000 British-
ers. This makes the population per square mile to be 357 as com-
pared with England's 373 and Germany's 325. 
The birth rate has steadily decreased until it stood at 32 
per 1,000 in 1918. Add to this the infant mortality rate which is 
189 per 1,000 births, compared to England's 108, Germany's 157, 
and Italy's 137. It is noticeable, too, that the cities of Osaka 
.and Kobe, great manufacturing centres, have the highest rate, with 
254 and 215 respectively. The death rate in general has increased 
from 20.5 in 1915, to 26 .8 in 1918. This is nearly twice as great 
as that in the advanced countries of Eur.ope. Yet the population is 
increasing by 750,000 per year, which is a ratio of 5.37. 12% of ~ 
the total population is living in sixteen cities of over 100,000 
population each. 
The Japanese people themselves, do not know vvho their first 
forefathers were. Their ancient hi story which extends to the mid-
dle of the seventh century is a series of legends. These are com-
piled in stories in classic Chinese called "Uihongi" and nKoga Shu~ 
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These tell most interesting stories of how the Creator and Crea-
trix, Isanagi and Isanami, stood on the . floating bridge of heaven 
and drew a sword out of the abyss, from which the drops fell and 
formed the islands that later their children inhabited. Over these 
the sun goddess ruled, in the kingdom of Izumo which is the coast 
nearest Korea, and the many legends may be of Korean origin. Later 
we find immigrants of Halay blood from the South, and from their 
race came the first emperor, Jimmu Tenno, who ascended the throne 
in 660 A. D. This date is still observed as the anniversary of the 
foundation of the empire. They claim the line of rulers has been 
unbrolcen from that time, though at times the power was out of their 
hands. 
Their writing dates back to 285 A. D. when a Korean envoy 
brought over a copy of the Analects of Confucius. Under Korean 
teachers they soon mastered the idiographs and science that China 
had to teach. Everything was Chinese for a time, customs, costumes, 
art, and law, until the sixth century, when a stronger germ of 
Eindu origin, namely :Buddhism, was introduced. Then for the first 
time the centre of the govermnent was established in Nara, 710 A.D. 
and Buddhism became a state religion. Great images, magnificent 
ten~les and schools were built. We hear of nothing but monks and 
nobles. It was a golden age of poetry, and many women distinguished 
themselves in belles-lettres. They enjoyed great social freedom, 
and proved themselves worthy of it. But the government was ne-
glected for love and poetry, and the royal power was one only in 
nam.e. Later a new emperor asserted his power and reforms began, 
first of all in the temples -- priests were removed, and Co.nfucian 
doctrines introduced, but e~en this did not seem to help, and the 
laxity of morals, with sensuous amusements, held society in its 
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power. Then we pass through feudalism in the sixteenth century, when 
women were much respected. They did not go to the front, but staid 
at home rearing children and keeping the family intact. This was no 
small task when the men were gone. If a wife found she was a hin-
drance to her family and nation it was her privilege and duty to sa& -
rifice her life. Everything was romantic, with the country as the 
centre. 
At this time Christianity reached South Japan, Through Fran-
cis Xavier who came in 1549. He wrote of Japan at that time, ur 
really think that among barbaric nations there can be none that has 
more natural goodness than Japan. 'l'hey are wonderfully inclined to 
see all that is good and honest and have an eagerness to learn. 
'This nation is the delight of my soul. nl Many of the bravest of the 
ge ntry and gentile dames accepted the Christian teaching, but later 
as the numbers grew and a civil war was on between the Imperialists 
and the feudal lords who really had the power, Christianity became 
an issue and was stamped out by assassination and blood-shed, the 
Buddhist priests being responsible for finding the believers and 
seeing that all were destroyed. It is interesting to us as Christ-
ians to know that they had heard of the resurrection of Christ the 
assassins cut the bodies of the Christiana into pieces and buried 
them in three parts of the Kingdom, so that if they ever arose each 
bpdy would have a hard time to get assembled. This was in 1638, and 
from that time all foreigners were shut out, nor were the natives 
permitted to leave the Japanese coast. ·They had been great seamen 
and this was indeed a blow. During this period the real character-
istics of the people were formed, the ones which we can now see dis-
appearing in modern Japan. Among the women's accomplishments flower 
arrangement, which is a science and each act full of meaning, tea 
1. Scherer, "Young Japan" p 108. 
/ 
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ceremony, and even hari kari (suicide by cutting one's stomach), 
were taught. Chinese classics were revived and Shinto, a native re-
ligion, was given much prominence. This state continued until Com-
modore Perry forced the ports open in 1853. This,too, the feudal 
lords did, but a new emperor, strong enough to be obeyed, confirmed 
their act. Thus ended feudalism and the "enlightened age of J.ieiji" 
began in 1868. Then followed reforms such as representative govern-
ment, national education, and a conscripted army; the history of 
modern Japan is familiar enough as far as it affects national char-
acteristics. Telephones, railroads, telegraph, new industries and 
modern education were introduced, and so great has been the growth 
that all the world marvels. 
As to the racial characteristics, since Professor Harvey of 
Paris, one of the greatest craniologists of the day says, .. 'l,here is 
scarcely a race which has not contributed to make the Japanese na-
tion: the Caucasian, Mongolian, Malay, emd even in the South a 
slight tinge of the lifegri to, nl we will expect to find a great di-
versity among them, physically and mentally. It is not surprising 
that many people speak of the contrasts and topsy-turviness of lit-
tle Japan. Physically they are small, five feet being an avera ge 
height for a woman, and five feet two inches for a man. They are 
slender, with long necks and small hands, and to secure grace do not 
stand erect, but hold the body forward which reduces the lung ca-
pacity and injures health. Most women have a rosy complexion, even 
when sick, and all these together with feminine modesty and gentle-
ness of expression make a gracefulness of manner which is ever 
charming. 
Three prominent trait s which are common in t h ese people are 
1. Nitobe, "The Japanese 1Jation," p 90. 
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imitation, alertness, and love of the beautiful. They say education 
consists largely in imitation or "voluntary adjustment persistently 
followed by fitness and utility." This is true of them, for all that 
they imitate from other countries they transform and fit to their 
own uses. This habit of i mitation was . caused by their emphasis on 
blind obedience and involuntary. submission which began with the 
feudal system. This · also accounts for the suppression of emotion and 
feeling, which is the basis of their self-control. So while their 
art, language, literature, and so forth have been received from Chi-
na, they have a national stamp and distinction about them. However, 
they have made some contributions in medicine and agriculture. 
They are in many ways more emotional than we; t h is is shown 
in t heir ·love for nature, flowers, sea, and sunset, a.t which the 
poorest i gnorant man gazes for hours with a steadiness unknown to 
the ordinary occidental. ·rhey are idealistic and feel we lack much 
b ecause we seem always interested . in the materialistic. one man said 
last year to an American, '1V/e have been talking to you about cotton, 
wool, salt, and rubber. In the old days we should have talked of 
rivers, mountains, and moons. Of course we were happier then, we 
talked about happier subjects. 11 So says William Hard in his article 
on "What Japan has to Have," Asia Lagazine, January, 1922. 
True, they seem slow to us, but nowhere else in the world do 
the young or old see~ so happy, nor the middle-aged keep eternal 
holiday, though they labor. Such has been their life through all 
these ages, but how long their idealism will hold a gainst the Wee-
tern materialism is a question. Their rulers and fighters have been 
writers of poetry. This has led them to give to flowers more than to 
love, spiri t ual meanings, such as the plum blossom blooming in Janu-
ary in the snow is a symlJol of courage, the cherry blossoms falling 
when at their most beautiful stage are _ representatives of sacrifice. 
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The chrysanthemum, emblem of the royal family, is also a noble, dig-
nified blossom, studied and honored by all. As children and flowers 
are the commonest sights all over the land, e.lso the most loved and 
desired, what but a good effect would we expect from the love of 
such beautiful gifts? The military and aggressive traits in their 
character have been developed unnaturally while defending these old-
er virtues. 
Summing up all this let us say that as a race, both men and 
women are lovers of bravery, beauty, courtesy, and country, and 
each of these traits is more predominant in woman than in man. They 
are a queer combination of sentiment, stoicism, and self-control, 
a communistic, patriotic, and polite people. Can we Americans, who 
possess these traits in lesser measure, hope to understand them? 
The late Empress Dowager wrote a beautiful poem as a farewell gift 
to a departing British woman whom she had learned to love. In the 
music a l Japanese language it was beautiful. Translated into English 
it sounded most prosaic and rude: "Westward the gray goose takes 
her flight. 11 The word goose to them has no such unhappy connotation 
as with us, but is a graceful b ird, and old age is most honorable. 
A study of the poem reveals its beauty and complimentary substance. 
Such is also true of this people. 
I I. Former Status of Women i n J apan. 
A. Their work. · 
There have from olden times been four distinct large classes 
of society in Japan. These are rapidly changing, but in order that 
we may understand the women and their various stations in life, 
let us name them. According to their rank they are. samurai ( knigr.tt 
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or military class), farmers, artisans, and merchants. Above these 
are the nobility, numbering about three thousand women; i)elow these 
are the d.es:pised Eta, who are cutcasts, and have al111ays done only 
degrading work, principally that of tanning hides and buring the 
dead. 
\.t e do not care to go bacJc of the time of the restoration, or 
reorganization of the government in 1868, if we did we would find 
the women of the samurai class ruling over the great houses inside 
the feudal estates. Most interesting stories are told of how they 
superintended t h e laborers, cared for the upkeep of the walls, 
handled and guarded all the income and expenditures, educated their 
children, and in all ways proved themselves equal to their brave 
husbands. Though in very early times much freedom and responsibil-
ity were given to women of this class, under the blighting influ-
ence of religion a ll this independence was taken away from them, 
and until the most modern time we find them kept closely at home, 
receiving only a rudimentary education. With the reorganization of 
the government, the people of this class lost their positions and 
wealth, so the men were required to go to work and the women to 
give up all their servan t s. '!'here is even yet a certain refinement 
about ·this class of wome11, a. culture which shows itself in our 
schools and church work, and a girl's social class· is always men-
tioned when she applies for a position, enters school, or in any 
way gives her qualifications. However, since positions are given by 
examination, these women have entered many professions, but will 
not yet be found in the factories or among what we call the work-
ing class. 
Of the second, or farmer class, we shall have much to say. 
Let us look at their past; it is this class which has been the back-
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bone of Japan, and has more than any other remained unchanged until 
the last ten years. Unless included in the influx to the city, for 
factory work, they are living as did their great grandmothers, 
raising the same crops in the same way. Modern machinery has not 
reached the farm, but news of the great cities has, and the alert 
youth longs to see the lights a s does her l1.meric an s i ste r . \ Je shall 
sp eak here of agriculture and sericulture together, for they are 
both carried en by the rural folk. These have been Japan's leading 
occupations; the fact that they were given second place in the so-
cial rank shows, too, that their labor was respected and appreci-
ated. In the se occupations women share equally with the men, doing 
too much work for their physical good. 
In the culture of rice, their most important crop, it is usu-
ally the women who are seen in the paddy fields in mud to their 
knees, resetting or weeding each tiny spear of rice. The toil and 
weariness of t his work , b end i ng from morning till night, with the 
chill of the water and the heat of an Oriental sun on head and back 
can hardly be appreciated by one who has not actually shared it. So 
heavy is the work at this season that every member of the f amily 
must help. Girls are often called home from primary and high school 
to assist; and when after two weeks or one month this work is over, 
the whole village takes a rest. These days are often called "women's 
daimio" days, or their leading days, because so much depends on the 
steadiness and care with which they perform t heir tasks. \'Then the 
harvest time comes, also, women work with the men and take the place 
of machinery. 
The sericulture comes from one to four times a year, depending 
upon the intensity with which they engage in it. The eggs may be 
hatc h ed at any seaso n , so though few families engage in t..'l1.is work 
more than two seasons, an ordinary farmer's family will raise the 
spring and summer crops. This too, is woman's work, and from the 
time the eggs are hatched, they must be fed with fresh mulb erry 
l .eave s at regular intervals both day and night for a period of 
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three weeks. This is a home industry, 9.nd is best done on a small 
scale. During these seasons, if the farner ' s wife r aise s silk worms, 
every room but one will perhaps be filled from floor to ceiling 
with great trays of worms. Many p eople are kept busy carrying in 
leaves, chopping them, and feeding the hungry worms which so soon 
transform the green leaves into costly silk. Japan exported $63,000, 
000 worth of silk in 1913, and women did 90 % of the work. Until 
the rapid growth of factories began a few year s ago , the silk from 
these cocoons was all wound off in the homes by the women. Though 
rough they have very deft fingers and sk illfully scald the cocoon, 
then unw i nd the ti n~r threads, four or five at a time, which, as they 
are wet, adhere and mru<e one heavy silk thread. Though the women 
wo r k har d their :personal relations are not commercialized, so they 
are better off than their city sisters, whose temptations are ma ny. 
The wives and daughters of the artisans and merchants are 
usually found in the cities. ~1hile they, like the wives of the farm-
ers and samurai ·,"lo r k fro m early to l a te, none of these four classes 
are listed as "working women," because the expenses of the family 
are not supposed to be paid b y their incomes. We have seen how that 
was not true in case of the farm women, and no more so is it true 
in towns. Though all wives of artisans and merchants do not do work 
other than their usual household cares, it is a common thing for 
wome~1 in poor f amilie s to help out in some way by extra labor. It 
is t h ese two classes whose prosperity fluctuates, because they are 
most dependent upon business. 
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These women may reel off the silk t h reads of which we spoke, 
may spin, weave, or keep little shops, while the husband is gone at 
h i s d_::ti ly work . I f so, t he family lives in the shop, which is open 
almost night and day, as there are no set hours for business in 
Japan . In the winter they retire early, but in su~~er when the days 
are hot, they do very little business, and the streets are gay at 
night until very late. Keeping shop usually means sitting on the 
floor toward the front of the store; often when business is dull, 
it is easy work , so t hey s·ew or read . On busy clays such work is 
long and tiresome. If the husband's work is at home, such as weav-
ing baskets, mak ing umbrellas, or woo den shoes, carving ivory, mold-
ing pottery, etc., the women and girls work beside the men. \Vhen we 
reali ze t hat the water for house use is to be drawn, carried, and 
heated over wood fires, t hat washing of rice, clothes, and bodies 
is lavishly done, we can see that these with no modern improvements 
ke ep the housewives busy. Their garments are ripped apart to be 
washed, starched on boards, and dried in the sun, then sewed a ga in. 
'£he average family numb ers six, so are not these women busy? 
Though we have said that t here were four distinct classes of 
society, we shall find from old times, there are two acquired vo-
cations which because of their numbers we w·ill consider here. Aliens 
in Japan often speak of them under one name, but to the Japanese 
there is a great difference in them. The foreigner says "prosti-
tutes, 11 and the na tiYe says 11prostltutes" and "geisha, 11 the last of 
whic:h literally means an ••accomplished person." T'..aese women are 
certainly working wo~, for it is purely a question of money and 
none other with them and their families; they give the most and ge t 
the least of a ll wo r king women, and are truly the most pitiful. 
Children are taugh t that obedience to parents and sacridrice for an-
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other are the prime virtues, so when money is nee cled, which is oft-
en, and there are girls in the family, this is an ever present way 
for them to help. The girls are bought or sold, the same verbs be-
ing used as for buying meat or rice; the price is a few hundred yen, 
which seems large to those poor people vvho have never had so much 
at one time. The girls go meekly. They receive no training as do 
the geisha, they have no liberty, no chance to change or improve, 
they knoTI they will become diseased and live only a few years,-- a 
sacrifice. But such are the conditions of society, and so lightly 
have such things been viewed, that the government thinks of that 
evil there as did the United States about liquor,--it ought to be 
abolished, but the time seems not ripe. As far back as we can go in 
history \'Ve find startling examples of how girls have in great finan-
cial stress offered themselves to save a loved one in financial 
trouble, or how they sold themselves so that their brothers might 
be educated. The glory of womanhood, chastity, then becomes her on-
ly asset. The licensed quarters in every city are the largest, most 
prosperous looking buildings, the girls sit in the early evenings 
before the bars, gorgeously dressed for show. Anyone can see them 
as he passes, ·e,ll comment on it and laugh, students and busin ess 
men pass in unashamed, just as men went into saloons in our own 
fair land. To the same extent are they disapproved; it is not a d-
mirable, but a custom. These girls seldom return to their families 
unless sick or near death. The family usually is through with them 
and they are without friends an~vhere. Hospitals are sometimes 
maintained next these quarters, where the girls live, crawling 
about. Between 188? and 1889 the number increased from 27,539 to 
52,410. The latest statisticB. of 1906 show 44,542. At present it 
has no doubt passed the fifty thousand mark.l This occupation as 
well as the geisha is recruited, not from the farmer class, whose 
girls are too rough and brown, and whose parents loolc upon this 
work as unmentionable, but from the poorer families in the cities, 
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who s .. l"'e so stained by city life and poverty that they will do any-
thing for money. Some sections of the city sell every girl as soon 
a s she is old enough, and grieve because the other children are 
boys. 
The geisha are considered a little higher than regula r pros-
titutes, but while no real figures can be gained, it is t!lought 
that three-fourths of them become prostitutes. In the geisha system 
the girls are sold when tiny, or rented out to an old woman or 
trainer, who gives them rigid discipline, teaching them how to dress 
well, paint, talk, laugh, play some instrument, and sing. Many of 
the girls enter this life because they want to, and if their par-
ents have no higher morals or wish to ,oe relieved o f their chil-
dren, this is an easy and not dishonored way to settle the matter. 
The pretty dre s ses and apparent gaiety of these women as they pa r-
ade the streets, appeals to unthinking women and men alike. They 
must of necessity be attractive; a pret-ty face is the first essen-
tial here. Vfuile these come often from the same rank as do the 
prostitutes, one is surprlsed to 'hea r of geisha who were fro m dis-
tinguished families. These girls' pictures and stories appear in 
the papers and magazines, and are sometimes regarded as are medi-
ocre actresses with us. Their anib ition is to marry a rich man, or 
more likely to become his concubine. These t wo classes of girls to-
gether are almost twice the number in High school all over the 
1. Gulick, "The Workwomen of Japan," p 113. 
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land, and if we count the hotel and tea house girls, whose lives are 
very similar to the regular prostitutes, whose work of serving in 
various kinds of physical labor extends from over fifteen to twenty 
hours a day, who have no time for personal culture or recreation, 
and receive no pay but tips, we will find several more tens of thou-
sands who come from the same ranks and end in much the same way. 
Such labor as we have described has been woman's part in the past, 
but changes have come in the last few years. We shall see whether 
they have been advances. 
B . Recreation. 
The older recreations of '<Vo men will take very little space. 
Girls were taught to sit quietly in an inconspicuous place if :not 
working; had nothing apart from the family, no house parties, 
sports or pleasures that their bodies might be improved. Ho girl 
must think of herself, or be thou gh t of except in her relations to 
the pleasure or help to man. But though her pleasures have not been 
such as American girls now know, they would cora:pare favorably with 
our Colonial grandmothers. In the better families embroidery, paint-
ing, reading, going wi t h the family to the shrine s , lJarks, heathen 
festivals, or visiting her cousins were her special pleasures. The 
town or city girl hardly ventured beyond the boundary of her own 
home, for it wa s not considered proper. At the cherry or chrysan-
themum season, whole families, old and young, left their work and 
spent days with their friends. romping about and seeing the beau ti-
ful. The peasant women have always had more freedom and real plea s-
ure than t hose of the h i gher class. The village becomes a large 
family, and often sports and games include the women. They are per-
mitted to s:p eaic and tak e mo re part in the conversation than are 
women in the higher classes or i11 larger communi ties. So though 
theil~ life seems very simple and rough they are to be envied. 
C. Morality. 
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J.J'o phase of national life is more difficult to grasp than the 
moral. 'l'he work, clothes, g,nd features can be seen, but what would 
the religious worker not give to know what is in the mind and heart, 
and how and whence it came. The Westerner is surprised at the way a 
Japanese man treats his wife, while the Oriental is shocked be-
cause the occidental does not consult hi s motl1er and father and o-
bey -them. We cannot hope to trace or find all the underlying mo-
tives of the moral ha1)its of this race, though they are usually the 
re sult of national history and geography. As we study the morality 
of earlier women, we find them always a part of a family, they ex-
isted only for them. The girls usually married partners chosen by 
the family, the oldest member's word being supreme. The number of 
divorces has been appalling, but they are often caused by the inter-
ference of the mother-in-law, or other members of the family rather 
than by the disobedience of the wife. 
Confucian teachings still form the basis of their morals and 
relationships. He taught five relations. A few of them concern 
women. The first refers to a retainer's duty toward his lord, the 
second to parent and child. The parents are supreme and no girl 
would question their decision. Custom would defend a father no mat-
ter what he did to a disobedient daughter. She must obey. There are 
all kinds of parents there as elsewhere, and some mothers sacrifice 
everything for their girls. The third relationship is that of hus-
band and wife. This l)inds a woman absolutely, she cannot obtain a 
divorce, though her husband can on any little offence. When the 
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civil co de was reorganiz ed it gave to woman an equal standing with 
man before the law, until she marries, then she becomes incompetent. 
Public op inion, too, is against her, for she is disgraced for many 
thing s which her husband can do; there is a decidedly double stand-
ard . There is no word for chastity which applies to men, but the 
word is t wisted for women to have many meanings, all based on t he 
motive beh ind the a ct. If h er i lmnorality helps the family by adding 
to the income she is not called unchaste, at least by_ her friends. 
The fourth relation is that regar d i ng b rothers a nd si sters, the old-
er ones requiring loyalty. The fifth is between friends, and this is 
observed more among men than among women. Fortitude, resignation, 
gentleness, and obedience are the requirements of society. Lying is 
judged by the same s t anda rd as vice, expec ted if it helps a friend, 
wrong if for oneself. 
For a thousand years the willow tree, bending gracefully to 
every wind has been held up a s t h e i deal for \7omanhood . Th e VIe stern 
over-candid way of telling plain truth or showing "righteous indig-
nation, 11 is mo s t s hocking to them, ab solute control of self being 
a prominent teaching of Buddha. Because of these customs of un-
chastity and lying , the J apane s e hav e been c a lled unmora l r a t h er 
than i mmoral. 
As regards money and business deals, though they have been 
criticized as dish onest, it is often because t hey do not look at 
business as we do, and the value of a contract is less sacred. They 
have never used written contracts, and a person is insulted if 
ask ed t o s i gn one . The woman handles the money about t h e home; i n 
early times she alone received her husband's salary and paid all 
deb ts, for h is mind could not _be troubled with such low thoughts. 
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They have been most honest in all small dealings among friends. 
Larger business i n t ere s ts vve r e always in the hands of merchants, who 
we found were the lowest class, and not much was expected of them. 
Such busine s s wa s d isda i n ed b y t he higher ranks, and the country 
still bears mark s of t h is way of regarding trade. The recen t years 
have seen some change. A summary, then, of the morals and ethics of 
the women would include absolute obedience, self-effacemen t, f idel-
i ty, unobtru s ive courte sy, l oya lty; and p a tienc e . 
D. Ability. 
The ability of the Japanese women has always been praised by 
the men , fo r t hey expected lit t le. Their part in the work of the 
family has been described, and f aithfully and patiently do they per-
form it. The school s for girls ·are a l ways ma de eas ier than t hose 
for the boys a s they were supposed to be weaker mentally, and to 
have no need for a thorou gh educ a tion. Women's work ha s b een to h elp 
care for the home and ch ildren just as their mothers did, and sew-
ing and preparing of food have b een done for centuries in t he same 
\"Jay. They feel no ne ed f or i mprovement. The women are not capable 
in planning but follow in a routine way; speed is unhea rd of but 
skill praised . Th e women are r:r::.c s t skillful in fine work such as em-
broidery, weaving, and sewing, and a re alert to s ee and i mita te any 
k ind of worlc . The t v1o b est boo k s written in Japan were written by 
women; five empresses have ruled, and wisely; poets and artists 
have been numbered among t he woJJJ.en a s of t en a s amo ng men . As a race 
they are not musical; though many acquire ab il i ty, it is the r e -
sult of f a ithf u l p r act i c e . 
E . Education. 
Education fro m books wa s p racticed v ery little in Japan until 
the restoration in 1868. If a girl was fortunate enough to attend 
school, she read out loud by rote for an hour with her teacher, 
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then perhaps practiced writing. Arithmetic was unknown unless among 
the lowest classes. JEuch memory work was required, priests were oft-
en the teacb.ers and religious books the texts. The ch ildren vvere 
t reated like men and women, accustomed_ to hardship and austerity. 
Education was cultural and the wonderful privilege of a few. The 
older farmer women found in the country now cannot read, but in the 
better families they have lea rned since they were marr ied. I n 18G8 
four years schooling was offered, and in 1908 six years work was 
made compulsory; co-education is stopped above the fourth grade and 
some industrial work given. Those who received but four yea rs school 
ing could not alone read new material unless in the simplest writ-
ing ,· 1m t the lang-uage is c ons idered by some to be the most diffi-
cult on earth. While they have a simplified form of writing con-
sisting of fifty-three small letters, no books except those for 
children are written entirely this way. Education means being able 
to read Chinese characters. The spolcen language t oo, is of two kinds 
to compare with the written, so two vocabularies are necessary, one 
for conversation, and another for speecl1es in public. In former 
days, women's education was chiefly received outside the school, in 
the home or as an apprentice. Music, painting, emb roidery, f~cwer 
arrangement, and the tea ceremony were by private teachers, and 
were so expensive that only a favored few received them. How there 
are thousands of bright girls in the high schools, but a much larg-
er number are at work. There are higher schools for boys, with \VOrk 
leading to the Imperial University, for which the goverrunent con-
tributes much money, but the few schools of advanced work for women 
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are private, with the exception of the normal schools. Industrial 
schools have been popular for girls, but now those are not so neces-
sary since the factories use so much unskilled labor. 
F. Religions. 
While religion has been the undoing of the Oriental woman, 
neither she nor her husband realizes it. This is true for two reas-
ons; (1) Religion is so closely bound up with custom that she fol-
lows all blindly, not studying or understanding, but seeking comfort 
and safety; (2) Vlliile woman knows no other religion than the two 
which have contributed so much of good and evil to her life, she can 
never know what she has missed or be able to better her condition. 
Like all Easterners she is intensely religious, the sentimental and 
artistic sense culminating in religion. As in all other phases of 
life she shows self-control, and so does not manifest her religious 
devotion as do women of other nations, but in times of persecution, 
martyrdom and sacrifice come easy, and a subconscious faith in a 
great power gives courage and strength. Vlhile Confucian morals have~­
surrounded and besieged women in every phase, we make a mistake to 
call it a religion, for it teaches nothing of the source or goal of 
life. "Bushido," or the way of the Knights, was never a religion, 
nor even a philosophy, but it emphasized the practical ethics of 
feudal times, and from this too we can trace many of the ideas of 
duty, sacrifice, and self-control. It so permeated literature and 
custom, that the absence of individual rights and proper esteem of 
women are traceable to this as well as to Confucianism and Buddhism. 
The name Shinto, or 11Way of the gods," designates the only 
really indigenous religion of Japan. It is a compact bundle of the 
primitive instincts of the race, faithful guardians of the ancient 
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traditions. The word Shinto was first used in 720 A. D., when it be-
came necessary to distinguish it from the newer religion of Budd-
hism. Before this they had spoken of "being like gods," or children 
of light, as feeling that man is rather superhuman. It feels no need 
for any transformation of instincts and innate tendencies such as is 
insisted on in Christianity, but believes in the innate purity of 
the soul, and divinity which we acquire by death. Therefore, the 
Shintoist does not pray for forgiveness from sin, but for happiness, 
and good in this life. The most consistent Shintoist cannot but see 
how far she is from the gods, and though she deny the existence of 
sin for a time, she is forced to admit it, and then there is no 
third party, no redeemer, no god who can propitiate or help with her 
problem. The evil is an .accident to her, and she can easily solve it 
die and become a Shiret, or god. One of the strongest faiths among 
these people is that the dead to earth are alive somewhere. Their 
images are not carved, but their good deeds are told over and over, 
especially on certain anniversaries, and c hildren are taught only 
the good concerning them. Every year, in J"uly, the spirits return 
for -three days, and the living eat in the cemeteries, talk, sing, 
and in every way entertain these spirits of the past. On the third 
day, with great ceremony, with food and lanterns, the spirits are 
set afloat on pretty, frail little boats, out again into the deep. 
Their names are carved on wooden slabs and kept ever on the little 
god shelf in the living room. Food and flowers are offered, but not 
prayers, as to Buddha. If consistently practiced, this ancestor 
worship resembles the Christian belief in immortality, but the lack 
of a concept of a spiritual Father causes it to lack power. They 
feel as though they are surrounded by the spirits of the past, but 
without a creed or system of belief, the girl is taught to pick from 
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the past stories of lives which will help her to feel at once her 
greatness and littleness in being only a fleeting shadow, and yet a 
god. A mystic feeling overcomes her and she can say as with a priest 
"I know not who dwelleth in these precincts, but my eyes overflow 
with tears of gratitude."l There are no emblems or symb ols, all is 
simplicity in the shrine. It is a religion without a founder, with-
out a theology, without Scriptures. Any town may build a shrine to 
honor a great person, any family may build one in its own garden to 
whomever it pleases. The absence of theology deprives Shintoisn1 of 
any national interpretation of the universe, the lack of Scriptures 
gives a lack of ethical mandates, and with no creed there is no 
moral code to follow. Daily conduct of individuals is little taught, 
no form of prayer is prescribed; it is truly a reli gion of grati-
tude alone, and as such is not individualistic, but has become 
national in character. From this then has come prayer to the high-
est power on earth, the Emperor, to the land where the gods abide, 
and for a father's repose; all the country is consecrated, and all 
the elements too, because they have contributed to the past. Thus 
Sh into bec omes a national religion which can degenerate into serv-
ile obedience or a political factor; as a moral and religious fac-
tor it is feeble and futile. 
The intellectual and spiritual yearnings which cannot be sat-
isfied through Shintoism, are better met by Buddhism. This reached 
Japan from China in the middle of the 6th century, and was the kind 
known as the l'Torthern form of Buddhism, or the "greater Vehicle," 
which deviated widely from the teaching of the founder Guatama. It 
has gained in intellectual v~lume, in theology, and philosophy, ab-
1. JH tobe, "The Japanese Nation , 11 p 129. 
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sorbing foreign matter as teachings, legends and gods, and has per-
meated every phase of life, created a new vocabulary, new ideas, and 
a new social order. One great saint, Shotoku Daishi, established 
charity organizations, and later two sects were formed whose leaders 
studied in China in the 9 th century. They combined Shintoism with 
Buddhism, and made the older, more noted gods become, as did the 
goddess of the sun, an avatar of Buddhist existence. Shinto was swa; 
lowed up in the new faith, but tried to go side by side with a 
nominal .independence; Buddhist deities found a place in Shinto 
Shrines, a.nd often in a home, the two will be found on the same 
shelf. Commonly when a birth occurs in a family, the baby is taken 
to a Shinto shrine for consecration and blessing from the gods of 
the past of its own family and others. ~~en a death occurs, the fun-
eral is usually conducted by a Buddhist priest. Shinto is used for 
times of rejoicing and thanksgiving, Buddhism for sober thoughts and 
somber musings. There was an attempt to separate them in 1868, but 
it was not successful. There are 71,686 Buddhist temples, and 120, 
809 Shinto shrines, but the former are much larger, a.nd accomodate 
a larger priesthood. It would be impossible to separate the numbers 
of the believers in this way, e.s both reckon the total population 
among their followers. 
Buddhism impresses the Protestant on all sides. The temples, 
images, monasteries and nunneries, repetition of set phrases, the 
priests, incense, and all, are very like Catholicism; especially is 
this true when we think of the two great classes of people to. whom 
it appeals. One is the educated class, for with its philosophy, long 
history, and classic literature, it finds room for study and contem-
plation in both. The other great class is the ignorant or uneducated 
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who cannot read, who without any light, still fulfil the orders of 
the church faithfully, and hope by all the sacr~ents and worship 
to receive a reward in heaven. These are the only classes ever found 
in the temples of worship today, those who study but do not live in 
the world, and larger still the poor man and woman, innocent or 
guilty, who goes through a form, or pays a priest to do it for her, 
at set times and days. At other times, or in joy, her religion has 
no place, unless it is Shinto, which brings her joy. Buddhism is a 
form to be put on at times, and then taken off when joyful life is 
on. IEnorality centres at the temples, and her self-sacrifice of 
girls often takes many sincere, ignorant women, who know it ought 
not to be, but the priest suggests it, he is holy, and so they obey. 
It does not give the woman nor child an important place, r.or even 
man the dignity he should have. Popular Buddhism emphasizes humil-
ity, which has led to lowness in ideals and morals, and says that 
man's greatest sin is less than woman's smallest, for she is in-
herently sinful. Brothels flourish in Buddhist districts, and Bud-
hism has never started a home for prostitutes, or an anti-brothel 
movement. J:~o Christ walks about and says to the wicked women as he 
did to the woman at the well: "Go, and sin no more. 11 There is no 
power able to forgive and help start anew, no hope or brightness in 
the midst of sin. 
Yet prayers of Buddhist women like Col. Yaruouuro's mother, 
who felt that they must pray and sacrifice for their children were 
not so far from the truth. He writes how she began praying at his 
birth that he might be a good man, and as she prayed she refused to 
eat eggs, though she liked and needed them, for her prayers must 
cost her something. ~~en he became a good Christian, he told her of 
his new found joy, and she said she could not understand, but God 
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must have understood her, since he had answered her prayer, so she 
continued her sacrifice as a proof of her thankfulness. 1 
III. Recent Industrial Changes Among Women. 
A. From agriculture to industry. 
As we have seen, until 70 years ago Japan was a country based 
on self-sufficiency and isolation. ':Phis necessitated simple living 
and only the use of those things easily procurable. Naturally agri-
culture, which has furnished the most necessary article, food, was 
respected and carried on by the best people. No civilized country 
has so small a proportion of agricultural land: that of Japan if put 
into one continuous tract would be little more than one-half the a-
rea of Indiana. Imagine this producing rice, vegetables, and cere-
als to feed millions; but it has been done only by heavy fertiliza-
tion and irrigation, which aid intensive farming. Carried on by the 
patient and hardy labor of all the family, with rotation of crops, 
a science learned by experience. 70 % of the agricultural class own 
and cultivate two and one-half acres, and twelve acres is con-
sidered a big farm. By hard labor an owner can make 300 to 400 yen v/ 
a year, after paying a tax of 50 yen. Until the influence of the 
western world began to spread over Japan, demands were small, and 
a few yen would support a family, but knowledge of wool, sugar, cof-
fee, eggs, milk, also foreign furniture, books, and clothes, cre-
ated a demand for them. The need for a great army and navy made 
iron and foreign machinery necessary, and with machinery came mod-
ern industry. In 1915, 50 % of the people still followed agricul-
1. Missionary Review, Vol 44; Sept., 1921, p 725. 
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ture, but with all helping, the family could not be educated as the 
law required, so the older children were pushed out of the home to 
bring in money. First, as in England and in other countries, the in-
dustry was begun in the home, and even today as the factory laws do 
not apply to a house where less than ten are employed, many ap-
prentices are taken in who learn the trade, but work under most un-
healthful conditions, long hours, and little space. Some families 
formed guilds and carried on domestic industries, but on a larger 
scale, thus adding to their income. In 1907 there were 1,628,000 
members of farmers' frunilies who were earning t heir living in this 
way. As the women throu gh all the ages have supplied clothing for 
their families in this way, and were skilled and diligent when larg-
er factories came, it was a natural way for women to earn t heir liv-
ing. At first it was only the very poor who allowed this, but the 
lure of b i g business, the lies that are told of the wealth and 
pleasure to be found in a big noisy city, seem more interesting 
than tea-picking, raising silk worms, or working in one's own kitch-
en. Great tales of the outside world, new styles, shoes, customs, 
grea ter f re edom and independence, have made girls of all classes 
long t o enter the work they feel is broader and more interesting. 
As in all things this movement has swung to the extreme. This ex-
treme of ten or fifteen years, however, does not seem to lessen. 
Grouping 1,000 girls in a factory run with steam machinery, however, 
is so different from home industry that it is changing the civili-
zation. It is only in the last ten years that leaders have awakened 
· to the danger, and investigations are being made by government and 
church es. 
B . Rapid growth of industry. 
29 
one need only to consult the year books for the past ten years 
to see the growth of industry as regards workers. The 1910 Year Book 
says on page 336, n In one sense j-apanese industries as they exist 
today may be considered women's industries, the Occidental is con-
sidered man's. But an industry depending on female labor can thrive 
best on the domestic plan. It should be noted in this connection 
that the t raditional custom of attaching special importance to the 
family system at the expense of individualism, may militate against 
the freer development of factory industries in Japan. When it is re-
membered that it is from the Japan- China war of 1894 - 96 that many 
of the leading factory industries date, it is not to be wondered at 
that Japan still lacks sk illed artisans. Factory law, though fre-
quently proposed by the authorities, still remains unenacted." 
It gives the number of factories in 1900 as 2,388 by motor power, 
4,896 by man power, the women employed numbering 257,30?. In 1907 
there were 5,207 by motor power, 5,731 by man power, and 357,936 
women employed. The Year Book for 1915 says, on page 302: A Japan-
ese female can easily turn out a work which requires in the west 
one and one-third or even one and one-half hands. This deft hand-
work by female operatives may be regarded as materially contribu-
ting toward the success of many of the leading industries in J apan. 
In agriculture and silk-reeling women suppl_y 90 %; in weavi.ng, cig-
arette making, and embroidery, 80 %; in mat-making, and wool-clean-
ing, 70 %; in cotton spinning, 6 0 ;{. . The figures as above in 1910 
run, steam power ·9 ,403, manual power 6,408, male 3?5,000, female 
540,656. The writer says that "the quality of much of the work is 
poor due to lack of skill and the night shift device adopted by 
moat cotton mills, and to the unhygienic condition to which the girl 
operatives are subjected." Female labor formed ?3 % of factory help, 
and of children under fourteen employed, ?? % were girls. 
c. Effects upon health and morals. 
Dr • .Axling, writing for the "Japan Evangelist 11 of August,l918, 
page 1287, says, "In the past two years factories of Tokyo have 
doubled in number, so that Qne person in ten is employed in a facto-
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ry. Yokohama's factories increased last year at the rate of 87%, and 
osaka was much more startling. From the standpo int of sanitation and 
vent ilation, and everything that concerns the welfare of the employ-
ees, the conditions are most vicious in the majority of cases. In 
the building of these factories seemingly no thought has been paid 
to the welfare of those who were t o toil. The dor.mitory system l) re-
vails for the young female operatiTes. The houses of some of these 
districts are one-storied tenement houses, with tunnels three feet 
wide running through the centre for entrance and exit. On each aide 
of this tunnel are ranged three or four ma t rooms, (one I;lat equals 
six square feet), and in these rooms are crowded fron four to eight 
people. The only light and air which reaches these rooms mus t come 
through these tunnels, which are sometimes fifty to sixty feet in 
length. The gutters and drains are stagnant, and overflow into nar-
row passage ways. 1£he filth and rubb i sh i s not carried away by the 
city here, and so re.mai11s uncollected. These crowded living condit-
ions, the lack of sunsh ine and air, the filthy surroundings, furnish 
unparalleled opportunity for the spread of disease and the propaga-
tion of vice. ]lir. Tagawa, a socia l worlcer in Kobe, found it was ab-
solutely impossible for a widow or single woman to maintain her vir-
tue in these districts. There are no loc l'~ s on the doors, and no pos-
sibility of privacy." 
True there are a few factory owners who try to have better co nd itions 
exist-, and make sorae attempt to give the girls healthful surround-
ings in which to work and live. 
Conditions described by a doctor who has made female factory 
l abo r a study, .g ives this gloomy p icture in 1915: "Female worl-cers 
in Japanese factories number 500,000, of whom 300,000 are under 20 
years of age. 70% of these women live in the factory quarters, which 
means a sort of confinement. Work lasts from thirteen to fourteen 
hours a day on an average in some r aw silk, and in the weaving mi l ls 
fourteen to sixteen hours. It is not surprising that the h ealth of 
these young women is s eriously i nj ured by such conditions. They are 
put to night work every seven or eight days. This affects their 
health so severely t ha t at the end of a week they lose considerable 
weight. None can stand the strain for more than a year, when death, 
sickness, or desertion, is t n e inevitable outcome. The co nsequen-
ces are that 80% of the female workers leave the factories every 
year through various causes, but this loss is immediately replen-
ished by new hands. The number of women who are recruited as f a ctory 
workers reaches 200,000 a year, but of these 120,000 do not return 
to the home roof. Either they become b irds of passage and move from 
one f actory to another, or go as maid s in dubious tea houses, or as 
illicit prostitutes. Among the 80,000 won.ten who return to their 
homes, 13,000 are found to be sick, 25% having contracted consump-
tion. The death-rate from consumption in the factories is reported 
at eigh t per 1,000, out after they return it is 30 per 1,000." Japan 
Chronicle, March, 1914. 
In this same report the wages of women are given at from 25 Sen to 
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30 Sen in factories, while men doing the same work receive 43 to 50 
Sen. Government factorie s show sho r ter hours, everaging ten and not 
exceeding twelve. The tobacco factories employ 80% of children under 
fourteen. 'Ehey give four or five holidays a mo nth, in contrast to the 
one or two in private factories. 
T'.ae latest Year Book gives the following interesting statis- V 
--ics. In factories employing under ten hands, 60% are women. Of chili 
labor 80% are girls. There is no law regarding child labor outside 
of factories. The food given the girls in the dormitories connected 
with the factories is 43% l)oiled rice, or sweet potato and millet 
50%. Board is charged in 89 factories, is free in 196, while in 228 
factories they are required to pay a portion. 
Small factories have no special accomodations. The workers 
sleep in a part of the factory or in a n attic destitu t e of sanitary 
devices such as ventilation and sunshine, and average less than six 
square feet per person. In most p l a ces less than three square feet 
is allowed one person. In only eight factories are doctors in at-
tendance, 35'7 factories have no sick room. It was found by investi-
gation that there were 1,397,000 child laborers, of which 187,000 
were conpelled to earn bread, were entirely illiterate, and worked . 
from ten to eleven hours a day. The la~st statistics on wages are, 
in 1918, females .50, male .79 Sen; 1919, females .68, male 1.23; 
1920, female 95, male 1.?5 yen. 
IV. The Educational Bearing of the Present Situation. 
A. Econonically. 
All are f amiliar with the way .Japan feels she must scatter to 
the other countries since her own land. cannot support its people by 
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agriculture. For this reason they coveted 1J1anchuria and parts of Si-
beria, where they say population is two per square mile. They have not 
been ·\111ell received in. other lands, are not good colonizers, but the 
governr1ent is urging them to go not only to Manchuria anet Siberia, 
but to rented tracts of land in Brazil, etc. By this great boom of 
industry for the past fe'\tl years, whi le other countries have suffered 
fro m lack of employment, Japan has increased and industry grown. 
When we look only at the economic side of it, we see prosperity for 
a few f actory owners, and apparen t J.)rosperity in the country, h owever, 
ex~~inations of slums where the workers live show more poverty and 
crime. The \Var did not affect the country except in prices, and in no 
country did they rise so much. There have been ric e riots and strikes 
though the ?.:ome Minister sa id they Yvould never come in Japan. 
B. Socially. 
We can see how in many ways the old relationship of lord and 
vassal was better ·(;han the condi tiona todEJ:y between employer and 
workman. The master often loved and cared for his people even though 
he did not give them independence. The woman who was hitched to a 
wagon or working bent over in a rice field was in a better conditi on 
physically and mentally than the girls employed in civilized indus-
try, though because of modern ideas she does not receive so much 
sympathy from the passer-by. The farmer girl may own h er ovm wagon 
and vegetables, and spend her own I4oney, little though it is. By the 
law passed on Septemb er 1, 1918, the capitalistic exploiters were as-
sured that for fifteen years the status of the working girl would be 
unchanged, so far as law was concerned. 
"The part p layed by women workers in labor troubles of Japan 
was, until a few years ago, practically insignificant , for the time 
honoured system of educati on ,iVhich inculcated the spirit of obedi-
ence and modesty in girls held sway. :But times are working changes 
even with this passively disposed section of workers, and women have 
their own organizations, as affiliated to the Yu-ai-ki, with a mem-
bershi -c> of 3000 • .Most of these are in Tokyo, and in the strike in 
the rpinting-shop in July, 1919, the women took active :part. Fore 
determined were the 1700 female workers in the cotton mill, who 
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with 400 of the male workers stayed out thirteen days until finally 
the men gave up the struggle and the women followed suit. Since this 
however, as 35 leaders were dismissed, the number of women in the r~­
ai-ki has dropped off."l 
This shows that Japanese women will assert themselves whenever op-
:portunity is presented. 
The so-called 11 women's mov·ement" is still incipient in Japan, 
and t here is little organized movement aiming at the elevation of 
woman's position. Activity shown by women in public affairs is prih-
cipally ·in the sphere of charity and philanthropic work. While they 
are not content with their lot, the moral training of centuries is 
too deeply ingrained to be visibly affected by one generation of 
western thought. The next generation will show the effect in large 
measure . The Japanese women did very little during the recent war, 
and thus were not affected as were the women of other lands in busi-
ness and position. 
c. Religiously. 
In the face of these social changes and the terrific problems 
they are creating what can the church do? Vfuat is it doing? An in-
vesti gation carried out by the government shows that in Tokyo 80;, 
and in osaka 90)~ of the laboring class raake no pretence whatever of 
having a religion. The time was when the Japanese aristocracy of' 
learning was non-religious, but today it is the ignorant, down-
pressed 1alJoring man who has thrown religion overboard. He has no 
ideals, no standards, no moral barometers. Vlliere will it drive him? 
"It is interesting to study the rise of some of the new religions, 
l. Year Book. 1922, p 181. 
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one of which is Omoto-kyo, Founded by an illiterate wor::tan, mother of 
eight children, ·· it is now being carried on by intellectual leaders, 
who are its theological organizers. In this Japan is t he Divine 
country, and all lands are now in the control of demons. Modern civ-
ilization is based on selfish individualism which nust be based on 
co~aunism. One of the great gods is soon to appear and establish his 
reign following a day of judgment."l 
In this religion they teach healing, mesmerism, etc., and its pa-
pers are read by four millions. Each year it sends out 600 mission-
aries. 
11 Ana ther religio n is "l'aireido 1 , or the 'Great Spirit Way. 11 
This too, claims divine healing, but is rather unique in the fact 
that it combines a lofty Philosophy with an exceedingly practical 
application to life and human sufferings. It impresses one as a re-
ligious need for the occasion and carried out by program. n2 
How does all this challenge Christianity? Missions have worked 
much, too much, with individuals, some in the past feeling that if 
we could evangelize the individual he would save his environraent. We 
now see that this is not k eeping up with the demands made UlJ On a re-
ligion. There has been a feeling that problems of housing, sanita-
tion, good milk, public recreation, la1)or questions, such as the 
minimum wage, ei ght-haul~ day, safety appliances, and other economic 
problems are outside the church. They say these are problems for ed-
ucation and politics. But \"le can take another view, that back of the 
sinful individual stands a corrupt neighborhood, responsible for in-
dividual ignorance, inefficiency, disease, and crime. That behind 
the corrupt law or absence of law, there stands a slunfuering public 
opinion and an organized selfishness in great capitalized interests. 
Vve can believe that the aloofness of the church and the average 
church leader from political issues bearing upon the economical and 
social status of the people is responsible for the fact that politi-
l.Ei ssionary Review, February, 1921, p 153. 
2. Reischauer, "Japan Evangelist," March, 1918, p 76. 
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cal influence in most of our cities has been w¢flded lJy the non-re-
li g ious and immoral forces of the community. Christians are begin-
ning to see that a gospel in which the saving of the individual looms 
so large as to exclude the saving of society as a whole has lost its 
grip upon the industrial and national conscience. \'Jhile Christianity 
has hardly had a chance in Japan, it has begun investigations which, 
we hope and pray, may lead to reform. First of all an attempt is 
made to waken the Japanese t hemselves to the enormous cost of such 
industrial slaughter of workers, and perhaps they can think of bet-
ter reforms than any other nation has produced. It hardly seems, 
though, with their ideas of womanhood so unimportant as compared with 
the nation, that we can expect much from them. This is today, Japan's 
greatest need, and Christianity's greatest opportunity. 
v. Proposed Policy. 
A. In miss ion high schools and colleges to teach, (1) Sociology, 
and (2) Social Service. 
As we Americana and other student lovers of Japan study the 
conditions described in the fore going pages, we find ourselves say-
ing: Is it necessary for Japan to pass through all the travail and 
suff ering which England and America have endured in their industrial 
problema? Can they not see the danger signs and so take another road? 
It is certainly not because they have not read, at least those in 
authority, for economics has been a moat popular study, and many of 
the men who have studi ed abroad have specialized in this. But the 
emphasis was on business and country, and not on man. hfodern ma-
chinery has been introduced and raodern methods of marketing the 
pro ducts of their labors, but with such masses of life about them, 
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xnan is only a part of a herd, and not an individual. We found Japan 
at the recent Washington Conference begging that any labor legis-
lation be deferred for ten years so far as she wa s concerned, and it 
was granted. Employers in Japan are assured that there will be no 
change of laws regarding the employment of women for fifteen years. 
-;;n_'la t do the leaders need? Certainly not information regarding busi-
ness methods, but a different emphasis and approach to the problem, 
where the almi ghty "yen" Yv ill not obscure all else, and where man 
will be given a large place so his human form and needs may be stud-
ied. Sociology is such a study, and while it is indeed a big sub-
ject, and certain points cannot be chosen and studied apart from the 
entire field, there are a few which need special emphasis in Japan. 
You will ask, "Has not Sociology been taught in Japan'? 11 Yes, 
the Imperial University has had a department for some time, but it 
has been a theoretical study, and with foreign text-books and for-
eign illustrations, has been most interesting but not a lways ap-
plicable to Oriental countries, and so has been more like history 
than a usable sci ence. r:-obe and Kwassui, mission colleges for women, 
have also included this in their curricula, but as there were few 
facts available for a study of Japan, no direct use ha s been made of 
the knowledge, except that proper emphasis was put on the Christian 
significance of such condi tiona,· a nd a hope held by the teachers 
that as a grea t er need for improvement came about, surveys and re-
ports could be made which vvould bring horae i n startling figures and 
graphs the nec essity for a revaluation of life, especially among 
women and children. since they are the ones mostly involved in the 
industrial changes. 
I n searching for statistics used in this paper, I found very 
few sources. The one group that has lione most to investigate con-
37 
ditions among factory workers is the Y. · M. c. A., and a few offi-
- . 
cers of the Y. W. c. A. They have done this fearlessly , a s Chris-
tians, and have been assisted by some Christian leaders in politi-
cal posi tions. But it has failed to rece i ve any notice fro m the 
gov ern!'!len t, for, what can be done to improve moral condi tiona am-
ong factory women, when but a few are excited over liscensed pros-
titution? If the im.."'Iloral side receives no sympathy, can we hope to 
appeal because of unsanitary l i v ing , disea se and death'? Yes, if 
f i gure s were lcnown, county and city officers might be arroused. 
But bear in mind that this people, as all Orien t a l s , are trained 
to bear a nd fo rb ea r patien tly, and tak e from higher hands what is 
given them. This places great responsibility on officia ls who are 
burdened with questions of food and hou s i ng , of cri me and crowds, 
and so can hardly be expected to take up cases which have not been 
brought to them, or to seek out new fields of labor. The employees 
in the factories have no redress, there are many waiting to take 
their plac es, the employer h i r es over s eer s to s ee that p roducts 
are forthcoming, and so the machinery ignores the worker. The gov-
ernmen t is the only power which will be interested in both t h e hu-
man and material output. Can we not be enc ouraged when we realize 
t hat more and more, Christians are filling the chairs of Parliament 
and are mak ing name s f or themselves, as they struggle with prob-
lema relating to man as a son of God, and pu sh b ig movements such 
as Sabbath da y observance, prohibition, world peace, purity, and 
monogamy? 
The claim of Sociology to the name of a scienc e is still un-
se t tled , bu t it can be studied by the sc i entific method. What are 
the essential features of this ? They are three in numb er; a ccumu-
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lation of f acts b y a proces s of a ccu rate and unbiased observation, 
classification of these facts, and the induction from these of 
general laws, principles, and truths. As to t he first, the socio-
logical field is most difficult for its content, complexity and 
variety, and the i n t angible , illus ive , a n d personal character of 
its data. As a result of these conditions, we must rely upon ex-
perts for them. These, as I have said above, seem to he the Chris- v 
tian s, who try hardest to be unbiased, showing the government 
real conditions. A knowledge of sciences should precede the classi-
fic a tion, and we find th is in the Japanese high school. There t :':ley 
have, as in America, the natural sciences, wi t h physiology, which 
give some a i d in classification. As to sociological induction, 
here we find ·ourselves leaving the accuracy and simplicity of most 
scientific conclusions, and can feel the personal element enter. 
Here is where a special emphasis for social betterment can 1Je 
str essed, for, given exactly t h e same data, t wo equally co mp eten t 
students may reach diametrically opposed conclusions. The first 
step in the scientific analysis of the cond i tions of a modern so-
ciety, is to dis t inguish the abnonnal features from those which 
are normal, and to determine what phases of abnormality a re to be 
trea ted as i mmorality, and what as incompetence. If all men in ev-
ery land could know that sin, c r i me, and. vic e , are not only forms 
of in~orality but of abnormality, and that incapacity and mal-
adjustment belong in the same class, and have simila r results, per-
haps the wo r thwhileness of a t ask of a djustment might follow. 
We find chapters on economic problems as we turn the leave s 
of our sociolo gies, on standa i d s of living , hours of work , and 
wages, but we also find suc-h-----words as charitable, benevolent, phil .. 
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anthropic, '1rvhich makes the study as sume a friendly or personal 
character. Trade unions, cooperation, profit-sharing, social legis-
lation, minimum vvage and hours, figure in a more direct way than 
they do in economics. Sociology makes plain the connection be-
t ween low wages and prostitution, of long hours and prostitution, 
by showing how tired bod ies mean weakened resistance, and a de-
sire for excitement, and low wages make extra money seem almost 
nec essa ry for existence. Eut even education concerning the facts 
is not enough, if so, medical students would be among the most 
moral, and such is not the case. 
If a simple course in Sociology could be introduced in to the 
high school where many girls study, Social Service, wi t h cours e s 
i n practical work wou l d ea sily follow in colleges. The new Union 
Christian College for women in Tokyo, which is but three years old, 
has off ered a two year course , and Kobe College also has plana for 
a greater development in this work. The Y. W. C. A. is orggnized in 
five cities and thirty schools, and has spent much time in this 
line of work. A questionaire se:i1t to girls in all schools above 
high school revealed the fact that as formerly their most loved 
study had been philosophy, now their reacline was chosen from social 
subjects, p olitics, ph ilosophy, ar t and esth etics, respectively. 
This is most significant, when some of us have known those same 
girls in their high school days . to inqu ire of the r:1issionary v1hy 
she was so concerned about the poor, and children of low homes. 
Yet in Japan there are no castes, and sympathy and kindness are 
much more common and innate than among westerners. 
There is one thing very no tic eaJ) l e ab out all the ph ilan-
throp ic work i n Jap8.n , anr1 that is that while not all connected 
with Christian institutions and leaders now, it was all p rompted 
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by people filled with the sp irit of Christ. Homes for lepers, 
blind, deaf and dumb, orphans, and so forth, were unknown until 
t h e love of Christ ent ered, and now the government and Buddhist 
sect have established homes for the needy. There have b e en a few 
notab le ex::unples of educated women who have gone into factories 
and work ed with the comrn.on laborers, in order to know and under-
s t and conditions, a nd to talk to the girls in t h e l ei su re times. 
These few women have been asked to travel about telling of their 
experiences, and have had much to do with ·the gr eat movement and 
i nter es t i n social service among girls who wish to train for 
Christian work . But such speaker s are not a llo-.; ed in gover nment 
schools nor factories. The Christian scho ols alone, broad and una-
fraid, afford the growing boy or girl opportunities for learning 
rea l conditions. 
As sociolo gy teaches the general laws of cause and result 
of social condit i ons, so socia l service could with book s such as 
a r e vvr i t ten by Jane Addams, E . J. Ward, Jo aiah Strong, and Flor- ~ 
-
ence Kelly, teach constructive p ro grams fo r various localities, 
empha s izing : Ch ild welfare, including playgrounds, labor legisla-
tion regarding children, juvenile courts, clubs, country r ecre-
ation c amps, delinqu ent ch ildren , sex education, clinics, and 
c hurches. Each of these to:pics is a new one in Japan, and as Kin-
der garten s have be en found to b e t h e greatest mean s c f entranc e 
to the h omes for evangelistic work, due to its popularity among 
both teachers and parents, so publ i c playgrounds, wi th sup er-
v i s i on, chall enge any educated p erson who sees the crowded streets 
in the land called a Paradise for ch ildren. The first judge of a 
juvenile court in Japan was appointed late in 1922, and all social 
workers are hoping that this is but the beginn ing of a new order 
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of treatment of child crime. In a country so full of tuberculosis, 
dampness, and heat, one longs to carry the children from the 
streets to the nearby mountains, where in a few weeks more could. 
be done in teaching health, morals, and religion, than in a year 
or two under home influenc e . Morals and health taught to children, 
especially girls from eight to eleven, would open the way for 
more definite moral and religious instruction . later, for their 
confidence and love would be won. ~~ile doctors are many there, 
the next generation will be no better morally unless ch~ldren can 
be instructed in sex education, and old habits of generations bro-
ken down. T~is must be done by Christians and those educated in 
schools where for eign influence has determined the nature of the 
teaching, or girls and boys will continue the evils considered 
necessary. The social worker, more than any other, sees the fals-
ity and results .of such habits and customs. We have written of the 
needs of factory laws, and these must be pushed by social workers, 
who alone are in a position to go into the work sufficiently to 
know and quote conditions. 'rhi s will have to be do ne tactfully but 
firmly, and will be a long struggle. In this they have the assist-
ance of every Christian or considerate teacher, parent, and states-
man. The factory owners and stockholders, however, will fight, but 
nothing definite c an be done until a change is s een . The r esult in 
the few factories where hours have been shortened and wages raised 
has been so remarlcable, that often attention and proof of that 
fact is a first step. 
Play, recreation, and social centres, charity and industri-
al. education, also should be added to the rpogram by -#hich the 
young can be reached. All of these can be combined for girls in 
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one institution called a hostel, or dormitory, which is a home for 
the .:rirls who have come from the country to the city. Every social 0 
and religious worker wishes to have such an establishment at her 
disposal, where for a f ew hours of the day, and all hours of the 
night, girls from factories or any other work could meet and be 
freed from the horror of debt, which so often causes girls to sell 
themselves or co1mnit suicide. Such bad results have been avoided 
b ecause the girl has felt that the Christian matron is there to 
listen to her experiences, and be her friend. As it is the custom 
in Japan for girls of any industry to be housed under one roof, 
they are wa tched, supervised, and never given complete liberty; 
economy is practiced at the expense of their health, and until the 
social worker can change the unsanitary and immoral conditions in 
the factory dormitories, she can do little, unless she take t h e 
girls who so desire, to safer and k indlier quarters. Then girls 
could be taught or told of helpful things without a male overseer 
listening, as is always the case in t he factory. Upon this prac-
tically untried plan the success of all the class work mentioned 
in the next topic depends. Vfuen tainted money of the factory own-
ers can be spurned, and a stand definitely taken against their 
methods, real work can be begun. 
B. With the factory workers to offer evening classes in: 
1. Gymnasium and health lectures. Classes in gymnasium work 
for those already engaged in f actory work is mentioned fir s t, for 
it is the most necessary and desired. The Christian teachers, 
though not sought because of their reli gion, are permitted to come 
to the factory and drill the girls in all kinds of healthful exer-
cises. After the girls have worked from six in the morning until 
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seven or eight o'clock at night, they are so tired of standing or 
of doing one thing that they enter heartily i nto games and sports. 
~!hen enough tea chers are supplied so that each evening every girl 
may attend classes, some benefit may result. !Lore than two hun-
dred in a class makes the work difficult, and as many of the fac-
tories have a thousand girls stopping work at a time, though the 
factory owners are willing to pay a little, it has been up to this 
time a big problem to l~dle well. Each factory has a place for 
recreation, but unless directed, the gi rls fly to their beds to 
rest, and the room is vacant at all times. This work has been the 
entrance wedge f or most social work in factories, and as the teach-
ers learn to know the girls, further work in classes of various 
kinds can be carried on. Baby organs, victrolas, hym.n books, and 
ch9.rts, are often 'oought by the f actory, because they are condu-
cive to health and enthusiasm. 
2. Sewing and cooking. As the majority of the girls to be 
found in factories are young and hope soon to have a husband cho-
sen for them by their parents, they desire to l earn the best and 
newest methods of both home and forei~1 cooking and sewing, as 
they are taught in the high s choo ls. For this reason, the Christian 
colleges are emphasizing the domestic science courses, sending out 
teachers, who will use this very popular subject not only as an aid 
to pleasure and hel:pful::1ess , but also in the interest of a greater 
and more lasting end, for the cause of Christianity. Teachers have 
a very h igh place in Japan, and so earnestly is all education 
sought, that the teacher's word is unquestioned. So as all the se 
c lasses a~e social service, s o are they all lea der s to J esus Christ • 
l'len of Japan have chosen to give banquets of foreign food, to wear 
European dress, and so the wo men wiE:jh to learn European cooking and 
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dress. They are more sought as wives, and more respected if they 
know English and .~1erican ways. Especially for their children, for 
whom every girl plans sometime, does she wish this knowledge, as 
American suits and dre sses for b Qys and girls are more sensible 
and co nv eni ent, and Jfuropean food more healthful. If teachers of 
such subjects can teach uru1 i nder ed, much health and . morals can be 
woven into dome stic science . 
3. Art and music. Art and music classes are already being 
furnished by the factory owners. Healizing that 1Jodily toil re-
quires an··~ antidote, and wishing to appear as though kind and con-
s iderate of their workers, t hese old arts of Japan are always men-
tioned as inducements to parents, who feel that their children 
will receive some trai n ing while working in the city. I would not 
belittle the efforts of any sincere teacher, but in such numbers 
as face a social worker, who wishes results, vocal music ought to 
take the place of private instrumental lessons, and natural scenes 
tal{e the place of the little copies taugh t in Ui1sanita ry rooms . 
Such a b eautiful a rt as is natural to the Japanese does not flour-
ish in modern industrial systems, but rather is found in p laces un-
touched by the rush and tear of the present day commercialism. It 
is to be regretted, but under present conditions lessons in art are 
almost the last request. 
4. Good literature. I once saw in a library a picture of a 
man standing in a r:1muddy street readi ne; , and belo'Jif him it said: "The 
walking is bad, but the reading is good. n That ·-,vould be a very fine 
way of picturing the you th of Japan. All sorts of venders, jin-
ricksha men, office boys and girls, read every spare moment. They 
would spend their lives reading if other things did not demand 
their attention. 'lney are naturally students and neglect exercise 
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and p lay. :But wha t do the y read ? There are quan tities of nevi' spa-
per s '!i<'hi c:1. are q_u ick ly snatched up, but t ake very little time. The 
paper-back ed books which the shophelpers and students r ead, how-
ever, are not always as cheap as they look. Since they are made as 
cheap as possible, their boolcs are not bound as b eautifully a s 
ou rs are, and a vu l gar li ght novel, or the deepest philosophy look 
much alik e to the passerby, and may as well be one as the other, 
for both are popula r. A recen t que st i onaire on this subject, con-
ducted among college girls revealed the following: the most popu-
lar reading was the three best women's magazines, '' Middle Review," 
which is an up-to-date magazine dealing with politics and litera-
ture , b y distinguished contributors a s Profe sso r Yoshono , P rofessor 
An ezaki, and the novelist Kikuchi. It contains technic a l philo-
sophical or scientific articles. The "Woman's Review" is qui te 
simila r but not so good. 11 The Reconstruction" is a magazine deal-
ing with the works of the Socialist p arty, and. " t h e Shirakaba, 11 
literary and art criticism and aesthetics. The most popular author 
was I<r. Kurata, whose mo dern n ovel s a 1'e spiritual, trying to com-
bine Christ ian and. 13u dclhist t hought, examples of living when faced 
with all modern t h eories and problems, and the solution is love, 
love for humanity, and our n e i ghbors. This is significant when ten 
years before, such a questionaire showed book s on mate riali sm and 
natural i sm lead i ng . Th e influence of Christian thou ght is notice-
able in the literature of J·apan, and book s which, as class ics, 
hav e b een read and studi ed fo r c enturi e s, a r e l os i ng a ll ho l d. It 
is only a question of time until t h ings which Christ taught, even 
if not practi ced ·by a ll, will be r ead a nd p ondered. Of course the 
factory . girls are not read-ing the same type of ma gazines and b ooks 
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as were mentioned by college g irls, but because they read every-
thing , gooo_ or bad , wh ich comes with in t h ei r reach, libraries and 
study classes are among the most necessary. The value is never 
questio n ed, 'bu t the t y·_p e of b oo k s will be so dependent upon the 
buyer, and unless moral and religious work ers h elp in the matter, 
such v ile books as fil l the book shops will be given the pure 
g irl of the country. Boo k s on free love are much rea d in t his land 
where boys and g irls h a ve n ever 1Je en permitted t o meet. How can 
ri ghtful freedom, which is becoming more and more ·common, be gui-
d ed and guarded until new customs and op i n ions b e e s tab lished? So 
often the foreign teacher is ask ed concerning etique t te and customs 
so boo k s covering all such subjec t s a r e p rinted . Cannot teach ers 
b e found to sup ervise the read ing a s well as the food, so that even 
if the environment i s questionable, ideals may be instill e d t hrough 
t h i s porn1 l ar , God-g iven love of reading ? 
5. Bible. Bible has been left until the last, as t he c l imax 
of a ll t each ing . Chr is t ianity is t he subtle, quiet i n fluence, \~,rhich 
is creeping into the hea rts a nd minds of the student cla s s of Jap-
an, and more than can be mea sured or apprec iated , is c oloring all 
soc t ety, politics, and education. It is secretly studied in school, 
c hurch, and f a ctory , a nd in every p lace bu ilding and i mp roving . 
There is yet suspicion of it, as of all t hin g s new, especially 
from the older p e op l e , and for that rea s on mu s t move s l owly as 
do es any n ew thou ght, becoming a p ower where known, but avoi d ed 
until some en t icing way is found to introduce it. For t h is reason 
Chri s t ian t eacher s have been social wo r x ers, realizing t hat as 
Christ did not ignore hunger and pain, we h is followers dare not. 
Hymn singi ng , b ecause it is music, is perr.ai t t ed where the Bible is 
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not. The fact that one hymn and Bible talk c auses more stir and. 
change than a hundr ed gyrnnasium classes makes r1en who think of pro-
duction wary of it. It has not been given a fair trial, for after a 
few classes , parents or p r i ests ~ave interfered and work has stopped. 
Teac r1ing Bible when unsympath etic officers stand about, and no girl 
dares open her heart to ask qu e stions or believe, is most unsatis-
factory. wben classes may meet in a Christian atmosphere, as in a 
church or dormitory, some r ea l b enefit c a n be seen. The real en-
trance for such work is the acquaintance and confidence of factory 
owners, u~til fre edom is giv en f o r definite work . Th e i nterest of 
the g irls in Bible is most ma n ifest, and where under difficulties 
such t eaching has been c a rried on, overseers and i mpo rta nt work -
men have s a id that its effect on the girls was good, and often 
larg e classes have continued. But classe s are not enough, and 
when Sunday is observed as a holiday so t h ose who long to see a 
Christian group may worship with us, a nd when Christian i nfluences 
c an be spread in the living quarters as in school dormitories, 
then v'lill the Bible class really be a climax ano_ means as well as 
the end of all education and social s e rvic e . 
Summary. 
Japan is a long, narrow country, made up of islands, 156,675 
square miles in area, accomodating 56,000,000 people. There are 
but a few limited resources in the country, such as coal, copper, 
iron, petroleum, and fisheries. The arable l and is only 26% of the 
total area, and rice, barley, b eans, and mulberry trees are the 
principal plants raised. 
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The people are a much mixed race, whose ancient civilization 
c an:e from China and Yorea, mainly introduced through the religious 
t eachings o f Buddhism and Confucianism. Christianity was first in-
troduced by Francis Xavier in 1549, but its propagation lJec ame an 
issu e later in the civil war of the next half century, and it was 
largely stamped out. For three hundred years they were without any 
conta ct with the outside world, so the real customs of the coun-
try were formed. These were first d isturbed when Corn.modore Perry 
forced his ~ay into the country in 1853, and opened the country to 
the world. Modern reforms of education, govern.~ent, traffic, and 
defence were 1Jrough t about and rapid growth has continued to the 
present time. Summing up the characteristics of the people we find 
both men and women are lovers o f bra v ery , beau ty , courtesy, a nd 
country, shown by a stoicism and self-control permeated by polite-
ness. 
There have always been four classes of people, represented 
by four t rades. These are the kn ights, or military class, farmers, 
artisans, ancl merchants. In each of t h e s e the women !.1a v e be e n most 
active in assisting in the actual work done, especially amohg the 
farmers and artisans. It is from these two cla ss e s that the t hou-
sands come today and fill the factories, since Japan has turned 
from agriculture to centralized industry. Prostitution carr i ed on 
in licensed quarters and u.nder the guise of amusements in hotels 
and tea houses, and dancing schools, claims t wice as many girls of 
high school age as we find in the high schools. It is considered a 
necessary evil, and so makes moral reform in factories or society 
a diff1cul t mat ter t.o i mpress upon the general public. The train-
ing of the girl has always oeen obedience and sacrifice for others, 
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so selling her chasti t y to help he r f amily i s a common t h ing. Wom-
an's ability and usefulness have always been reco gnized, but her 
educ a ti on has been c a rried on in t he h ome un til quite recently. The 
finer arts of flo wer a rrangement, embroidery, painting, and tea 
serving , were t h e main sub jects taught to her. Confucian eth ics 
l a i d the basis of the family system still found in Japan, and which 
mak e a woman 'subject to he r mother-in-law and hu sb and, and gives 
her proper recognition only when she becomes the mother of a fam-
ily. Shintoism makes her a chain in a mi ghty link between the dead 
a nce s tors ·who a r e god s , a nd t he future generations which she helps 
to bring into the world • . Buddhism sa t is f ies t he spiritua l yearn-
ings more than do t h e other two reli gions mentioned, but has con-
triiJu t ed the low standa rds of morality, and the doub l e sta nda rd for 
men and women. \!oman is i nhe r en tly sinful, and made to fee l h er 
u nworthiness, with no redress or power to encourage and synwathize. 
Contact with t he ou ts i de world created a desire for foreign 
articles, t h e scale of living rose, and fruaily expenses increased. 
Far mers f ound t hat the few acres which once suppor ted their faxni l -
i e s could not p roduce and supply all their modern needs. So as fac-
torie s we r e b e ing established, the ch ildren we r e set to work there 
to add to the family income. The home industries of spi:ming and 
weaving of silk and cotton were ca rried to factorie s ec~ ipp ed wi th 
i rnpo r ted me.chinery , a:'ld women especially were drawn into these in-
dustries which they had ca r r i ed on in their home s on a small s cale . 
Th ese f actori e s i ncreased so rapidly. that in 1910 there were 257, 
307 women employed, in 1915, 500 , 000, and new in 1923, late s t 
statistics sho\-.r 1, 850 ,000 . Of t h e 200,000 r ecruited ea ch year, 807~ 
leave the factory, 20% havi ng contrac t ed t uberculo s is, and many of 
the others suffer t h e results of i mmorality, f or . the men oversee rs 
are mas ters indeed, and poor food and small wages make any other 
line of work acceptable. 
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Economically, Japan has seemed to prosper, and by the intro-
duction of so many factories to g ive employment to the masses. So-
cially, however, the women are much worse off. The women 'Iho work ed 
o .1 f a r ms lived in their own homes and owned their wagons and land. 
There was no such general commercialized vice .in that work as there 
is connected with the factories. ~~ile labor was hard and long, 
cusotms of health and pleasure made better cond itions than in fac-
tories in a land where there are yet no labor laws regarding women 
and children, either of hours or housing. New religions have 
sprung up which promise divine healing, mesmerism, and communism. 
I1:any women hav-e become believers of such religions, and almost all 
of them have cast aside their old beliefs, though many have found 
nothing to replace them. This challenges Christianity, but shows 
too, that it must not only perform the true duties of a religion 
of the soul of an indiYi dual, but her environment, work, food, 
health, . and morals. This is especially hard where a slumbering pub-
lic opinion cares little for licensed vice and its effect upon 
women. Christian reform must therefore begin in the sc h ool s by 
teaching the princip les of sociology and social service. Econom-
ic s has been stud i~d. and the latest bus iness methods , but never 
with the thought of man and his interests. Sociology is a science, 
and though we find chapters on economic problems, we also find such 
words as charitable and benevolent, with studies of the relation of 
wages and crime, of long hours and p rostitution. 
If sociology could be introduced into the schools, it would 
serve as a background for the-study of social service in the col-
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leges. Only by means of such a study can surveys showing cause and 
effect of conditions be gotten before the leaders of education and 
hence to the public. Public playgrounds, juvenile courts, sex edu-
cation, and recreatio n c amps, should be introduced for the benefit 
of society in general. 
As for the factory work ers themselves, all religious and 
social work er s feel that no successful work can be done until 
hours are shortened. Girls vvho work from twelve to fourteen hours 
a day get v ery li t tle from classe s held in the evening . Classes 
should be held in gymnasium, health lectures, art and music, as an 
antidote to the work and sin they see, good literature to raise 
their ideals and interests, Bil)le classes as the climax of all 
teaching and the aim of all education. 
Christianity has already put its stamp upon the you t h f ul 
leaders of Japan, through schools and the current literature, has 
fostered all philanthropic enterprises, and introduced most re-
forms. A bill for Sabbath day observance is being pushed in Parlia-
ment, and other questio n s of p r ostitution, prohibition, and so 
forth, are urged by the thirty-five Christian leaders who help 
make the laws. If factory conditions, too, could get before a group 
who do not hold the 11 almighty yen" as the most important possession 
of life, labor laws also may b e p a ssed. Then better housing con-
ditions will lead to moral reform, and better environment and 
health will allow religious teaching to become the four-fold teach-
ing of Christ. 
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